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Inspection of a good school: 
Stocksbridge Nursery Infant School 
Pot House Lane, Stocksbridge, Sheffield, South Yorkshire S36 1EJ 

 
  
Inspection dates: 10–11 December 2019 
 
 

Outcome 
 
Stocksbridge Nursery Infant School continues to be a good school. 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Every morning the well-respected headteacher and staff provide a warm welcome to 
pupils and parents. Parents recognise this and say the friendly ethos of the school makes 
Stocksbridge Nursery Infant School a special place. One parent commented, ‘The head is 
truly marvellous; kind, thoughtful and knows by name and cares about every single child 
within her care.’ This view was shared by many parents.  
 
Pupils enjoy coming to school and say learning is fun. Pupils behave well. There is very 
little bullying or unkind behaviour. The staff take great care of pupils and teach them how 
to stay safe, including online. Pupils say they wouldn’t change anything about school. 
 
Pupils show respect for differences, such as gender, families and ethnicity. One pupil said, 
‘It’s good to believe in different things and have different views; otherwise everyone will 
be same.’ However, pupils do not yet have the knowledge to talk about different religions 
and cultural beliefs. 
 
Teachers are developing a curriculum that interests pupils and makes them think. Pupils 
do their best in lessons and take pride in their work. Reading and mathematics are taught 
very well. Teachers read well-chosen stories to pupils every day. Pupils are keen readers 
and enjoy the wide variety of books available to them. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
Pupils achieve well in reading and mathematics. Reception pupils make a quick start to 
learning their sounds. They learn the sounds regularly and have lots of opportunities to 
practise. This focus continues with a very structured reading programme in Years 1 and 2. 
Pupils become confident and fluent readers. Help is available for those pupils who find 
reading difficult. There are individual and group sessions to enable pupils to practise their 
reading. Pupils enjoy the extra help that builds stamina and confidence. This is impacting 
on pupils as they say they ‘love reading’. 
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Pupils are keen readers outside of school. Many pupils spoke positively about their 
passion for the local library, which they visit on school trips. This is helping pupils to 
develop a lifelong love of reading. 
 
Leaders have worked hard to improve plans in mathematics. Plans build towards 
ambitious end points. Staff receive regular training and use this effectively. All staff are 
skilled at supporting pupils using mathematical equipment to help them learn. Pupils are 
very confident, and they listed a wide range of resources they would try before asking for 
help from a teacher. 
 
In subjects other than English and mathematics, planning is relatively new. Leaders have 
worked hard to plan and sequence learning in a way that helps pupils to learn and 
remember more. Assessment strategies are used well to assess what the children 
remember. The pupils enjoy talking about their learning. However, discussions with some 
pupils showed that they could not always remember important content that they had 
been taught. Teachers show a clear understanding of how the sequence of learning needs 
to be adapted to suit their specific classes. However, because the sequence has been 
planned and resourced by the subject leader, it means that the class teachers are not as 
involved in sequencing lessons as they could be. 
 
Pupils have positive attitudes to learning in history. A bespoke timeline runs through the 
school, with events relating to the local community, for example how Stocksbridge’s 
population has grown and the history of the local steel works. 
 
The early years is a hive of activity. Children are confident in talking to adults about their 
learning. One child in Nursery gave the inspector an impromptu tour of the Nursery, 
showing the ‘home corner’, the playground and the children learning outside for ‘Welly 
Wednesday’. Children were all busy and focused on their learning. In the early years, 
children receive good care. The indoor and outdoor areas provide a varied range of 
opportunities to develop children’s social and physical skills. There is a strong focus on 
developing early language and physical development. They are well prepared for learning 
in Year 1.  

Leaders have high ambitions for disadvantaged pupils and pupils with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Teachers make sure that these pupils get the help they 
need. They are well supported in class and get additional sessions to give them the extra 
practice they need. These pupils attend several targeted extra-curricular clubs, such as 
board games club and book club. This boosts their confidence and resilience, and 
supports them to manage their own behaviour successfully. Leaders check that the 
support that pupils get is making a difference. The curriculum is adapted well to support 
all pupils. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Stocksbridge Nursery Infant School 

10–11 December 2019 3 
 

 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
The single central record is compliant. Leaders have a very good understanding of 
safeguarding across the school. They have clear systems and procedures that are in place 
for all staff to follow if they have a concern about a pupil. Staff know these procedures. 
 
The safeguarding leads are tenacious and follow up safeguarding issues with the local 
authority. The school ensures that all external agencies are held to account for their role 
in keeping pupils safe.  
 
Governors are knowledgeable about their duties in ensuring that leaders keep pupils safe. 
They check that leaders and staff have good knowledge about safeguarding matters. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
◼ Leaders are now at a point to incorporate teachers’ ideas into planning and resourcing 

lessons. Teachers should support leaders to evaluate each unit of work and adjust 
them to make them even more effective in order to help pupils remember their 
learning. 

◼ Pupils do not yet know enough about cultures and religions different to their own. 
Leaders have put plans into place to address this, but they must continue to develop 
this work to ensure that pupils have opportunities to develop the knowledge they need 
to prepare them for life in modern Britain. 

 

Background 
 
When we have judged a school to be good we will then normally go into the school about 
once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called a section 8 
inspection of a good school or non-exempt outstanding school. We do not give graded 
judgements on a section 8 inspection. However, if we find some evidence that the school 
could now be better than good or that standards may be declining, then the next 
inspection will be a section 5 inspection. Usually this is within one to two years of the date 
of the section 8 inspection. If we have serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or 
the quality of education, we will convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection 
immediately. 
 
This is the second section 8 inspection since we judged Stocksbridge Nursery Infant 
School to be good on 3 March 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Stocksbridge Nursery Infant School 

10–11 December 2019 4 
 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 107054 

Local authority Sheffield 

Inspection number 10110853 

Type of school Infant 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 3 to 7 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 257 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Kath Clark 

Headteacher Jane Townsend 

Website www.stocksbridge.eschools.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection 18 May 2016 

 

Information about this school 
 
◼ Stocksbridge Nursery Infant School is a larger-than-average sized school. 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
◼ During the inspection, I spoke with pupils, both formally and informally, about their 

work and school life. I spoke with members of the local governing body, a 
representative from the local authority, the headteacher, assistant headteacher, and 
other members of staff. I reviewed a range of documentation, including information 
about attendance and safeguarding. 

◼ I considered the 19 responses to Ofsted’s online survey, Parent View, and the nine 
responses to the online survey for staff. 

◼ I looked in depth at reading, mathematics and history. This entailed discussions with 
curriculum leaders, visits to lessons, looking at examples of children’s work, discussions 
with teachers, discussions with children and listening to children read. 

 
Inspection team 
 

Eve Morris, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 
 

  

file:///C:/Users/evemo/Downloads/www.stocksbridge.eschools.co.uk/
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates:  
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 1231 
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2019 
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