
Progression in writing across the year groups 
 

Expected standard 

Reception 
ELG 

End of Year 1 End of Year 2 

 Children use their phonic knowledge to 
write words in ways which match their 
spoken sounds.  

 They also write some irregular common 
words.  

 They write sentences which can be read by 
themselves and others. Some words are 
spelt correctly and others are phonetically 
plausible. 

 
 
 
 
*‘expected’ in Writing unusual unless also 
‘expected’ for Moving and Handling. 

 
 

 

 



 

Greater Depth 

Reception 
Exceeding 

End of Year 1 
Greater Depth 

End of year 2 
Greater Depth 

 Children can spell phonically regular 
words of more than one syllable. 

 They spell many irregular and high 
frequency words.  

 They use key features of narrative in 
their own writing. 
 

 
 
  

 


